Supplementary Note:

It has been reported that male, as well as female, germ cells produce SCP3 protein prior
to the progression of female germ cells into meiotic prophase'. Male germ cells
subsequently down-regulate SCP3. The initial production of SCP3 protein by female and
male germ cells is consistent with a model in which both female and male germ cells are
competent to respond to a meiosis inducing substance, possibly retinoic acid*’. Female
germ cells are then induced to enter meiosis and, in the absence of meiotic induction,

male germ cells down-regulate SCP3.
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